
August 28, 2019 7th-8th Grade Science Mrs. Perry  
 
I am very pleased to be teaching 7-8 science again this year and I am looking forward to a great year with students.  Please 
read through all the information in this packet and complete the survey by clicking the link below by Friday August 30 (8th) 
or Tues, Sept 3 (7th) 
 
How to Contact Me: The best way to contact me is via email—it is a great time saver because if I talk to you directly I may 
never stop! sperry@pleasantvalleysd.org   Of course you are also welcome to call the classroom after school hours (room 15) 
and/or make appointments for face to face conferences.  Students are always welcome to come in before school/lunch/after 
school with questions or need for additional help.  If your student wishes to stay after school, I do ask for some notice, 
however, since occasionally I have after school meetings.  
 
Other important ways to stay in touch:  my website has all information about classwork/homework/policies, as well as copies of 
most assignments: https://www.pleasantvalleysd.org/Domain/5925  In addition, students have access to Google Docs, which you 
can see if you get their login/password information from them. 
 
Q is our online gradebook to which parents have access once they receive a username and password from our counseling 
office.  If you do not yet have an account, contact the front office for more information!   Students will be given their own Q 
login information and encouraged to use it daily in homeroom to monitor their grades. Since progress reports and report cards 
are no longer mailed home, it is imperative that you use this tool! 
 
Expectations: It is expected that all students strive for excellence in every homework, class work, lab assignment and project they do in 
science. Neatness, complete sentences, and careful attention to details count! I will be emphasizing quality and only assigning written 
work/projects/labs that will hopefully be viewed as useful for students to do as opposed to busywork.  As many students learned in 6th 
grade, not turning in work is the main reason many do poorly or worse than they are capable of.  
 
Course Textbooks: We are piloting new Science textbooks this year in both 7th and 8th grades.  The first half of the 
year, we will use Inspire Science published by McGraw Hill.  All students will have a softbound consumable book that 
will stay at school. After winter break, we will be using Amplify Science curriculum.  
 
Grading: All PVSD middle schools adhere to the same weighting of work towards the overall grade as follows:  

50% Tests/Assessment of Standards       40% Classwork/Projects        10% Homework/Practice work 
 
Grades are given on a straight percentage basis according to the following breakdown: 100% -93% = A; 92% - 90% = A-; 
89% - 83% = B; 82% -80% = B-; 79% - 73% = C; 72% - 70% = C-; 69% -63% = D; 62% - 60% = D- and below 60% = F.  
 
I do allow students to bring up all test grades below 70% to this minimum standard by doing additional work within a week 
of the test’s return.  See my website for more details. 
Also please note that a portion of the student’s class work grade is based on participation, which means, in part, attendance.  
 
I don’t normally assign extra credit but do have 3 opportunities for students to earn this.  If you are interested in learning 
more, you can read the attached student procedures or see my website.  
 
School Rules: During the first week of school, all students will attend an assembly during which Mr. Borchard will go over 
in detail the school rules, which of course apply in classrooms as well.  All of these rules and consequences will be sent home 
with students.  You will be asked to read and sign off on them as well. I encourage you to really read them rather than just 
signing!  
 
 

More information will be available at Back to School Night 
September 18, 2019 ! 
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Important Information for Students (and parents) 
Procedures for Mrs. Perry’s Classes 
 
1. Supplies to have every day: 3 ring binder that has a section for science and blank binder paper, something to hold an 
abundant supply of pens and pencils.. Of course your charged laptop is necessary and ear bud style headphones are a good idea.  
2.  Class rules:  We will discuss, agree upon and post these the first week of school.  I don’t like to be the boss of anyone! 
Outside of safety, my only “rule” is that each person, including the teacher, is treated with respect and consideration. Let’s 
see if students can come up with any rules besides this one! 
3. Attendance:  Being here is so important that I assign part of the 10% homework grade as “participation”, which includes 
being here!  More importantly, you will have a lot of catching up to do if you miss class, so make every effort to be here! 
Getting enough rest is the best way to keep from getting sick! 
4. Turning in work: Most work will be collected online via the “Classroom” interface Work that is not completed in class 
becomes homework. 
5. Late work: Late homework is accepted at a 10% penalty per day, up to 5 days late. After that, late work is not acceptable 
and the grade becomes a zero in my gradebook.  
6. Getting the class quiet: A teacher’s worst nightmare! I will try various things ranging from screaming and yelling to 
jumping up and down on the table…well, ok, not really. Please be quiet when I ask you to, otherwise I will resort to some 
infantile procedures like ringing bells, blowing whistles or making the lights blink on and off…you know, the standard stuff. 
7. Returning graded papers: After grading written work, I place them in your classes’ hanging file for the week of school 
we are in—I will hand back tests and quizzes individually but do not file every paper I grade. This means if you want to see 
why you got a certain grade, or improve on something for a higher grade, you must find your paper in the stack of those for 
the class—I recommend you keep all work you retrieve or have handed back until the end of the trimester!  If you don’t have 
it and it is not entered in Q, re-doing it is your only option. 
8. No Name Papers: I HATE no-name papers! They drive me crazy! You’ve done the work but you don’t receive credit. 
Look for “No Name Papers” in the Black Hole Basket. Please do not assume I am a mind reader and entered a grade for 
you…it’s still a zero in my grading system. Resubmit the paper to have your score entered into the computer. 
9. Classroom supplies: The supply area has items you may use while you are in class. Please return all items that you 
borrow to the correct place and in the condition you took it.  I currently have very few microphones and headphones left for 
student use because they have been taken or damaged.  
10. Your lab group: everyone will have the opportunity to pick 8 potential lab partners during the first week of school and 
we rotate through these throughout the year.  
11.  Extra credit is sometimes available at the end of a chapter before a test.  Students can do the review questions in written 
form and turn them in ON or BEFORE test day.  Please note, not doing regular assignments and hoping the extra credit will 
bring up your grade is NOT a good strategy!  This and the second opportunity detailed below are the only extra credit I 
assign. 
12.  More extra credit:  I will send home (and post on my website) a list of lab items you may donate to the class for 10 
points credit each trimester.  There are everyday items that need not be purchased on that list so don’t worry about spending 
extra dough!  Students may also help set up/clean up labs for this extra credit in lieu of donating items. 
13. Clean up: Students are expected to put all lab supplies back as they found them and make every effort to clean up after 
themselves.  Mrs. P does bribe students with raffle tickets for helping clean up after class as well! 
14. Breakage: report it to Mrs P. It’s no big deal as long as you weren’t horsing around. 
15. Bathroom Breaks: Be really desperate before asking to use the restroom, REALLY desperate! I don’t want you to miss 
one exciting moment of my class, understand?  
16. Check your grade! It’s your responsibility to know what your grade is at all times. Make sure to log into the online 
gradebook (Q) or ask Mrs. P for an update—do this often! A great time is during homeroom. 
17. Missed work due to absence: If you miss school (shame on you!), you will have a day or two to make up the work you 
have missed. Make up missed work promptly! You have an extra class period for every day of my class you miss (for 
legitimate illness only) before late work penalties apply.  Luckily for you I spend hours each week updating my website 
and Classroom interface so you can find out EXACTLY what you missed without even asking!  Feel free to see me for 
clarification but look online first!  Most worksheets, etc can be opened and printed from home.  Labs must be made up the 
same week they were missed or an alternate writing assignment must be done instead.  
18. Grooming: Personal grooming, while important, is not allowed in class. That includes but is not limited to putting on 
makeup, deodorant, hair spray, gel, combing your hair or trimming your beard or moustache. HA!  Do, however, put on that 
deodorant before coming to school! Enough said. 
20. Dismissal from class: This is the big one! The bell doesn't  dismiss you, the teacher does. Now, repeat after me: “The 
bell doesn't dismiss me, Mrs. Perry does!” Very good children! 
 



 
21. Follow all posted rules:  We will be discussing these the first week. 
22. Read and use Google Classroom, teacher web pages and Q gradebook to keep track of assignments!  And for 
goodness sake, keep track of the class work you didn’t finish, not just the homework!  Parents—you will need to get your 
student’s login information to Google Drive/Classroom if you wish to track assignments placed in this area. 
Let’s have a great school year!! 
 
 
Safety Contract for Safety–Conscious Eagles 
 
1. Students will not behave in a way that is disruptive or dangerous. Students will not interfere with the teacher’ right to teach 
and another student’s right to learn. 
2. Students will not play with, or misuse laboratory equipment. 
3. Students will not carry out unassigned lab experiments. 
4. Students will follow all written and oral instructions given by the teacher. 
5. Students will not eat, drink or taste anything in the laboratory unless directed to by the teacher. 
6. Students will protect eyes, face and hands. They will, when appropriate, wear safety goggles, gloves or other protective 
gear. 
7. Students will wash their hands after using or handling chemicals and biological materials. 
8. Students will report any injury or accident to the teacher immediately. 
Students and parents please understand that failure to comply with these safety guidelines may result in a student being 
removed from class. Please sign the final page of this newsletter showing that you read and understand these guidelines. 
 
 
To complete the sign off form verifying you have read and understood the above, please use the following links: 
 
7th Grade Parent Sign off form: 
https://goo.gl/forms/IUOdEVP1Xadh3aM93 
 
 
8th Grade Parent Sign off form: 
https://goo.gl/forms/Fe0jDwP1IkkCnQbg2 
 
 
Student Sign off form: 
https://goo.gl/Et8cas 
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